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A Letter from Rotterdam, touching the Scotch Afaires, 
+ ſince November, 16 5 0, 


7 R, Since my Arrivall heere , ic hath beene my 
good hap to gaine a cleare confirmation of the 
truth of that A(lcrtion , that it never was in the 
C intentions of the Presbyterian Scots to have 
Charles the 2. tor their King, and that you may al- 
ſo bee confirmed in the Aſſurance thereof, I ſhall pre- 
fume to offcr to your more {crious confideration this 
ſhort view of ſome of their Actions {ince Votember laſt, 
As firſt, the ſtrange rendition of the Caitle of Edeate- 
rough, the ftrongelt hold in all the Kingdome ; whether 
out of cowardice or covetoulneſle, I diſpute not ; ſure I 
am out of no neceſſity, the ſtores of Proviſions, Armes, 
and Ammunition ( if Relations bee true ) being almoſt 
incredible, Then the many ſecret Plots and Deſignes 
they have put infractice, for'the more cleanely berray- 
ing into the Encmics hand , the Towne and Caſtle of 
Sterliag , and Burnt Eland, thoſe two principall Kcics or 
faſtnefles of Fife and Stragherne , all which God in 
mercy hath hitherto fruſtrated, to the Enemics dif- 
heartning, and the Actors confuſion, I ſhall not neede 
to mention how heartily the Presbyterian entertained 
Ker and Stragheras Declaration, with thoſe in the Weſt 
of Scotland , though founded upon Independent Princt 
ples,and purporting little lefſe then retunciation of Mo- 
narchy : Or what cunning tricks they ufed for putting 
off the Kings Coronation , ambirious {till to keepe the 
Reines of Government in their owne hands, and curbe 
a Hig 


His Sacred Majeſty in His Exerciſe of his Regall Pow- Þ| 
cr, by cnflaving Him to the unreaſonable Articles hee }F 
was forced to condifcend unto at Breds' 2 Or how vio- 
lently they oppoſed al Agreement with the Royall Pary 
, openly proteſting againſt ir, and ſecretly fomenting 
Divifions amongſtthem , till chrough Gods bleſling, in 
deſpice of all their Machinations, Loyaltie prevailed, 
and increaſed ſo taft, as ina fhort ſpace to overpower 
thoſe Machivillian Kirk-lings ; whoſe guilt of conſce 
ence, hourely purſued with juſt feares, affrighted them 
quickly to decline His Majeſties Mercy and Goodneſſe, 
and ſceke for ſhelrer and proteQaion from the Enemies 
of their King and Countrie. As for particulars I referre 
you to the weekely Newes-Bookes ; hee that will but 
waſte ſo much timeand-paines as to peruſe thoſe Pam- 
phlets, may ſoone obſerve all theſe, andmany more,and 
more miſchievous Presbyterian PraCtices, then heere 
arerclatcd. | 
Bur not to inſiſt on ſach petty proofes ; a more con- 
vincing Argument 'wee have in that right Presbyterian, 
and (withour' offence to ſo: Sacred a Solemnny bee it 
ſpoken) ſordid maner of Crowning their King on New- 
Yeares Day,t650, For whether wee looke _ itina-' 
ny of thoſe Circumftances of Time, Place, Perſons, ' or 
Ceremonies, the Presbyterian baſeneffe* is moſt clearc- 
ly to be diſcerned thereby. | 
As for the Time,the Nobility,Gentry,and Commons 
of that Kingdome, having long groaned under the cruel! 
oppreſions of Kirke and State-Commitrrees, were ready 
to ſhake off that Iron Yoke, and recover againe their 
Ancient Lawes and Liberties; under the Golden and 


Gentle Scepter of Monarchy, wherein thcir TEEN 
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for many generations had happily enjoyd ſogreat Peace 

» and plenty ; this the Presbyrerian perceiving, for feare 
left the Royall Party ſhould grow ſtrong enough to fer 
che Crowne on the Kings Head without them, they re- 
folve ro doe ir themfclves, making this advantage of the 
time, fill ro en{nare His Sacred Majeſty with the bonds 
of the Covenant, and limit His Royal Prerogative, ere 
the Nobility and Gentry could. have free acceſle /to 
Court, ar the Army come to a Generall Randevonz, 

The Place: the moſt Prophane and Sacrilegious place 

inall Chriſtendome, a dining. Chamber, (no Conſlecra- 
ted Chappelt ) where the Bclly is the onely God that is 
worſhipped : To ſhew the Presbyrerians that are fo 
ftiffe in obſcrving of difference of Time, the SanQifying 


of the Sabbork, ec. make no differcnce of places, but a 


Barne, a Stable, or a Dining Roome, is a piace good c- 
nough for their Salemn Aﬀemblies. mo oleFn 


- . Thenthe moſt Scarves Place: 'Tis confefled, the 


Abbey and:Church of Schoze hath beene famous all the 
World aver , aſwell for the Marble Chaire ,' wherein 
the wes, "wh Scotland Anciently had their Creownes fer 
on their Heads ; as for the Monuments and Tombes of _ 
thoſe Pious Princes, whoſe Sacred /Duft was there reli- 

iquſly . preſerved ; bur fince Sacriledge entred the 

Vorld under the cloake of Reformation, that Abbey 


' bath beendiffolved, and out of the Ruines of that Beau- 


teous Church ,. was erected this Palace of Schone, the 
Walls built with the Stones of that Church and Abbey, 
the Chimney-pieces and. Pavements framed out of the 
Marble Tombes and Grave Stones of thoſe dead Kings. 
This His Majeftics Father (of Blefſed Memory) percet- 
ving when hee was invited to a Feaft by CT = 
REIT a 2 | thar 
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that is owner of that hou » Hee -refufed to: cate” and 
drinke in fo Sacrilegious a place : Yer. this was picked” 
out by the Presbyterian for rhe ſolemnizing Charles the 
Seconds Coronation ,. as if . betimes they-would ſeaſon 
him. with that: curſed; thirſt after:things: dedicated'to 
Holy Uſes and inveſt the Crowne with the ſpoiles'of 
the Churches Patrimany ,. which his Blefſcd rather fo 
much abhorred, that himlſclfe profeſſed he had rather 
live of the Churches Almes,as ſome of his Predeceflors 
had done, . then violently rake the bread out of Bi- 
ſhopsand Miniſters mouches ;. and by ſuch Sacrilegious 
Rapines,. as the Covcnanting Presbyters gaped after; | 
bring a brand and curſe upon His Poſterity by robbing 
Goc and his Church.of what the bounty of His Ance- 
tors had .cnriched -1t withall ,. for. encouragement: of 
Learning and Religion. ph 

The Perſons and ſolemnitics likewiſe were ſuitable: 
No Biſhop to annoint him,. and pronounce the benedi- 
ion at the ſerting the Crowne on his Head, nor Noble- 
man to preſent the Regalza ;- though for theſe thouſand 
yeares the:like preſident never was known in Stotland;y | 
where the Nobility: ever. counted it an: Enfigne of Ho- 
nour and loyaltic toattend their Kings Coronation, and | 
behold his ſacred Perſon inaugurated with all due ſo- 
temnities; his Anointing and benediQion to be perfors | 
med bya Biſhop ,: as in all other parts of the Chriſtian” | 
world, Kings have been ever fince Chriſtianty prevaild 
over the Thrones of Princes ; not without a ſacred pat- 
tern of Samuels Anoynting Saul and David -by Gods own 
appgintmet. And in the Age by-paſt this Ceremony was 


_ thoughts Religiouſly neceflary , that Johz Xnox with 


his contemporary Presbyters (I am ſure no friends to | 
needles. 
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Aberdeen (who had received his Conſetration from the”, 
Pope),to Annoint King James, cen in his Cradle , 'that 
his Coronation mighr-not be.defeCtive.in fuck a Gerc- 
mony, whoſe name and Authority they abus'd; not on- 
ly to oppoſe, but to'unpriſon Queen Mary. his mother, 
and force her toreſigne up .the Crowne into.her Sons. 
hands, that ſo. themſelves (the prevailing Fation ) 


; "> PY 
needles: Ceremonies) ſent pu 


we of 


' might Rule and Raigne as Kings during, his minority, . 


Thus whilcſt it ſerves their owne ends, the Presbyter. 1s 
ſtiffe for this Ceremony in the Grandfathersdaies, but . 
now as regardleſle of it in the Grandchild : charles the 
2, is to bee Crowird without any ſuch Royall or Religi-. 
ous Ceremony ;' upon deligne doubtleſſe, as-well to de- 
veſt him of that Jus Sanguzrzrs, that hereditary righe of. 
Succeſſion, which doth -immortallize Princes here 'or, 
Earth ,,and make their. Names and Office (like his. 
whoſe Vicegerents they are, and whoſe Image they. 
beare) eternall to all generations: as alſo to render him. 
the peoples Creature and ſervant, as if his Crowne and: - 
dignity had been the: peoples .gift,, and not his owne by 
Birthright ;. as.if his Power had beene derivative from; 


| his Subje&s, and nor Gods Ordinance, and as naturallo-,, 


verthem, as a-Fathers over his children; ina word ,;; 
that his firft Title mightbe Carelms ElefHione Popals :* BOL, 
Carolus Dei Graiia. For this purpoſe they had prepared, 
three Lay-Kirk-men, and three Kirk-Lay-men to pers; 
forme the Office of the Biſhop, my meaning is, three, 
Presbyters of their own Brooding under heir Claes, 
not of Epiſcopall Ordination.z and three Ruling Elders, 
theſe laſt ang their parts in a double capacity: for. 
firſt they ſtand for Repreſenters of the Pepple, and. 
a 3 Com. 
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' Commiſſioners of the OY" Body, the Patlia- | 
ment ; and next for A newt pee? the Kirke, 

Thus Presbyrery, wHLIT was ever at depofing 
and'uſnrping uport Kings, bath at laſt pou may it wy. 
the'laft) fer the Crowne'on their Kiugs Head , more in" 
mockery (if wichout arrill OmenT may borrow'thar fi 
militude, as'the Souldters Crown'd our Savionr a lutle 
before his Cruttfixian)'than outof any true intention: 
For the Crowne they put upon his Head , though-it 
were of gold, yet was it debas'd by che Covenant, ane 
rob'd of rhe thoiceſt Flowers wherewith-it was'wonr 
to be adornd,'His Royall Przrogarives, thoſe individu- 
all and unforfeirable Enfignes of Soveraign 

"Fhe Sword che gave him , thoht ugh I had a fed 
ous ourfide, yer it fcem'd rather of-VVood' than” Steele, 
che Edge being blunted , by taking from him the Mili- 
tia , and -2 why. him ofthe power of the Sword, 'et-' 
ther for offence, ag doing juſtice upon matefactars, + 
for defence 'agai Forreigne Invaſion, or homebit 
Rehelfion. 

Laſtly, rhe Scepter —_ pur into his' hand was'bur a 
Mock-Scepter, betag divefted' of the Supreame Power, 
which is the very Eifence, or Formalzs ratio of Majeſtic ; 
for by the Articles of Breda they had reſcryed that Po- 
Wer tO themſelves, tying him up © ad nothing with- 
gut or contrary to the advice of Parliament and Aſſem- 
bly; nor to denie his Aﬀent to any thing that ſhould 

repreſented b y them,or refols” d on in their Commit- 
_ Ss Kirke and Srate. 

Thus had the Presbyterians muzte&their Lion\, atd 
at his firſt ftep into the Throne, throwne down his $0-. 
veraign Majctiie, had wot che great God, hncns Kihigs 


reigue, gratiouſly upheld his ſervant and in a ſhort ſpace” i * * 
or'd him. to that height -of Honour and Dignitic, | 
which thoſe Varlets ſought ro keep him from : For ſoon | 
aker his Coronation, the Nobilutie and Gemrie, tor 
many /ycars having been oppreſs'dby feverall FaRtions in 
their raens, for the fucure ro prevent all Faftion, and u- 
nice the whole Kingdome againſt the Common Enemy, 
they reſolve forthwith to reſtore His Majettie to all his 
juſt Przrogatives, and no longer to ſuffer Commitrees 
either of Kirke or'State to Lord it over them : the jea- 
louſfics of the rwoigrand Factions of che Kingdome, the 
Hamiltonian, and «Argyliangave life to this Reſolution; 
who not more ambitious of, than envious at each others 
catneſſe, choſe, rather than ſubmit to the commands 
| of their: Equalls or. inferiours, to {ct up the, King, 
and to yield obedience to,onc King, ratherghan many 
, Kings; for which very cauſe,. The Beaſts'of the Forreft © 
once made choyce of the Lyon: for their King. 5 
By this means. in che month of Janzary that glorious 
Sun beganto mount higher and higher inthe Zodzack of 
Majeſtic and Soveraigntie's and quickly warm'd with- 
irs bright bcams, the hearrs of his languiſthing*Subje&s- 
into the love of Loyaltic and Regall Government ;-.for: 
which they now praiſe God that had fent them a King, 
under whoſe proteCion they niighr. bee freed from the 
tyranny and oppreſhon of their fellow ſubjects; © | 
But abour the 5. of February this glorious Su7z appear ! 
red brighter and brighter., when that free Parliament 
began to fir,which aſhamed longer to deprive theirKirg 
of the libertie ro ule his Reaſon witha good Conſcience, 
admitted him to the power of his Negative Voice, and 
put him into the poſſeſſion of his jef Rights, whilſt — 
Kiike 


+> 


"7 © /Kirks Afembly.at:the ſame time met at St. Andrew... © 


lex themſelves with hot diſputes tonching His'Ma-' © 


jeſties Authoritie in Eccleſiaſticals, and other priy; * 


quarrels of cher owne, rather than endeavourto com- 
poſe differences, and ſubmit ro the Kings ſupreame' 


weroverall perſons, and in-all Caufes fpirituall and! 


temporall 5 His Majeftie not much minding their Dif 


y_ nor they carctull to tender their due reſpe&s to: 


im, till choſe contentions ended, and: that Aſſembly: 


difſolv'd ſuddenly, through the hor: alarum given about: 


this rime by the! Cagath Forces, who-ſent a/ſtrong pars 
ty to croſle the Forth above Sterl;nzg , whilcft the-maine 
Body fac'd Sterl: 


by Sea to make ſome attempt upon Burnt Eland, and 


Fife DEE, I ſhall nor need ro expreſle the lofles i the E-: 
u 


nemy ſuftaig'd in thoſe ſeverall places : Though'your 
Mercury's, Whoſe brib'd breath dares publiſh naughtbur 
ViRortes, conceale the particulars ; yet the Dutch Ga- 
zets talke of thouſands of the Engliſh kil'd, and of their 


diſorderly Retreat, and unſcaſonable mutiny of the Soul- - 


dicry for want of pay, and hard duty, which begat a de- 
bare, whether Farrfax his Counſell had.not been more 
prudently follow'd , rather to ſtand upon. defence, than 
invade a Countrey where they were to fight with two 
ſuch potent Enemies, as Hunger, and Cold. | 
Sir, I can aflure you, the Scots, fince their Kings Co- 
ronation, magnifie Gods providence , inbleffing them 


wonderfully beyond their deſerts, aſwell in the diſcove-: 
ry of ſome mens Treaſons againſt: his Majeſties Perſon; : 
and the Treachery of others that ſought robetray $t#r-? 


hng,and Brunt Eland ifto the Enemies hand ; as allo in 


red 


it {elte; and other partics were ſent 


repulſing Gen. Cromxels Forces, which have endeavou-! 


-_ 


_ - Foot well appointed, This news hath mach encour 


© ro ofign and by fungry Scraragems'to land mien Fi 
" burchiefly for. chat great ptece or providence 'by ſers 


Fai _— and Arms! for the Fon: the En- 
gliſh Army 4 and for. the caſting away. of foare En- 
- gliſh Merchants: Ships and their Convoy at the Towne 
of eAre ; And further , this you- may rake upon the 
aſſurance of an authentick witnes;,; that the Scors King 
himſelf, wnder his own hand very lately ſignified to this 
friends here,-that he is in no inconfiderable condicion,” 
 havingalready a very:;gallant Artay of 36200; horſe and: 
che Engliſh Cavaliers in theſe parts, and ftir'd them up” 
co furniſh themſelves with all neceflaries fitfor his Ma-: 
jeſties ſervice, ' inſomuch that about the-end of 
12, ſayle of Ships, convoy'd by two menof War, went 
from the. Bri in Hollazd towards the North of Scotland, 


ſtor'd with all ſorts of Proviſions, Arms and-Ammuni- 


| © " tion, many Volunteers, and good ore" of Horſes, : * 1". 
| I had like to torgat one lanaccn 'worth.your nor». 
ting, that whileſt the King was under the ruition of che . 
Scots Presbyrery , they. would norafford him :the free- 
dome-to.ſpeak or write to any of .his friends z all Ler- 
ters either ſent by his Majeſtic or directed to him, -they 
- intercepted and opened : and rhe only-uſe they made of 
his Royall Hand and Aurhoritie,tended ever. to his diſ- 
honour,-and oftrimes to the defirution of himſelfe and 
his parry in the chree Kingdomesz for proofe. of this I 
ſhall call ro witnefle his Proclamations -publifhe in 4%- 
gut laſt; his percmptory command-'for. disbanding' 
| Aoedleten and his friends ih:the North , his declari 
F that party in Jreland A PRTIE. 4 daily apninng! 
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| the State of England; kit: revoking | the-Commiſſions 
granted to the Marqueſle of Ormond, Lord Inchequeey, 

and many others of that Nation, that were toa@by Sea 

and Land; and lafily, his recalling all Commiſſions 

granted tO divers of the Engliſh Nobllitic and Gentrje; 
m order to ſome attionand'defigns then plotted againſt 
the Kingdome of England : all which is ſufficicht to 
ſhew the Presbyterian is no Changeling ; Kings muſt be 
their Subje&s.and/they themſelves Kings , or'elfe there 
is no living amongſt them. And that you-may ſee how 

much'the Kingdorhe of 'Srotland hath groan'd under the 
Rigidneſſe of Presbytery , I ſhall acquaint you with a 
few'Grieveances , which of late have been repreſented' 


[| 


tothe King and his Counſell ;' by the Commons, with 
an carna{t deſire, andhope'of redrefſe, * 7 0m 
_ Grievances againk the Scots Presbytery. 
I. Their lſurping a power over all ſecular, and Military 
Affairs ; for if ty the'mupby part i Parliament Lai been- 
afied contrary to'their nitales, they' preſently eXcommunicate 
the' Members for ſitting and Voting in that Parliamen; : for 
this very cauſe Duke Hamilton, Earle of Lyndſay, Earle of 
Dumfernling, Lauderdaile; and #fvers others of the Nobili= 
ty were fore'd 10" dot yerdnarire *' and If any man elſe yield bbe- 
arence to ſuth ftatite\entfed without their approbation , he is 
immediatel brought to the-Stoole of ' Repeptance ; — all 
thoſe that Coietf Horſe or _— for the'uſe of Dake Hamil- 
tons Army, or aid ſerve under his command, oo 
2. Thets taking cognizant of things donein atgther King- 
dome, and beyond Seas :" at Waneſt tar wiis forced to ace per 
wante for drinking in"a wornuns houſe at Campheere in Tea- 
land , #ho had bees Excommunitatied former ly by the Presby- 
7 ; 4 tery 
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tery.of Aberdeen , lhewiſe many. others have been Excommut- 
nicated , and conftrain'd to doe penance for bearing Armes in. 
England #nder Dake Hamilton. 

3. Their defaming of Per ſons of Honour, apd other partt: 
cular Perſons in their Pulpits ;, 4s alſo their, publiſhing defa:. 
matory Declarations, to the ſcandall of Religion, and. contempt 
of Monarchy. 

4. Their ſecret ſubornation of childrens and ſervants to ac- 
cuſe and betray their Parents and Matters for words Fpoken in 
their Bed-chambers and private houſes;there 1s ſcatce aconſtde-. 
rable Family in all the Kingdome , where they haye nat by one. 
means.or other ſet a fy upon. them. 

'5. Their wreſtling out of the hazds of: the Nobiltty aud Gen- 
try the Patronages of all Eccleſpafticall Lrumgs , whereby: they. 
have occaſion'd great corruption and diviſions among the Clev- 
gy, inſomuch that in ſome places Churches have lyen voyd mith- 
out any Miner two or three ears, tothe eternal prejudice of 
the peoples ſouls. ah 4 


6, Their cruel interdifing of Churches, 1n one County. 


Atholl &y zame, 5 Churches, were tnterdifted 3 years togethers, 


no Miniſter [ufjered to Preach or pray amqugt Fo: rigs al | 
ere 2 many « to 


that time, nor toadminifter Sacraments , 
dren dyed unbaptiſed. 
7. Therr u 


4 
. 


every Miniſter taking upots him to dehar whom be pleaſe, even... 


the beft man of the Pariſh from the Sacrament, and therr aeny- 
zng Baptiſme ty the Children of Malignants. 


8. Thetr covetow increaſing their owne ſtipends,1n:af Cor... 


porations, procuring the State to lay an impoſition. of 3 d&xc | 
ciſe upon every Scotch pinte of Wine to be payd to the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh, makrng every houſe to pay the 12. penny , accor- 
11g tothe utmoſt rack'd Rent, which , 20 4, per pound. - 
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ariother ©: Yer in the opinion of wiſe men , if things ſhouts? ett os. 


chat way , the Presbytery of ScoTtLand would be refined's 


wade Sooderpable to-theſe-in, Ho! LAND 3 CITE 


inning call for  Madtrare 
Nations, tor a Moder: 
ed 10-JouNn Knox his 21 aau bag whe le 
e&Superincendetys in every Ceuiity. : The]Nobil 


of tharKingdome,as well as yours, cannor endure to fied 6 Y 
ofchoecſiovingot pifcopacy y for feare their «in yin Sh, 70. IN; p 


_ the Churches Lands Gould ence wore becalled'in: 
war a aro a Leeter ; this certaine Incelli | 
Frenan wal having ſeeured all the nr andin 
zand_quelle Mary la gc oi lag 


day rae 

Sd ere weenpatts 

an Ambafader from the Scotch 

Reportis, theLord Gznanp a Comes Cor hantobae.* 


HisEmbaflador for the NS abRen ENGLAND. I have DOWaee:, 


Your mo#t bumble ſein; 
Prom Rotterdam 
re March. 1650, 


